[Transfusion in elderly patients].
The frequency of anemia is responsible of a frequent use of transfusion in elderly patients. However, transfusion in elderly patients requires several warnings. First, semiology of elderly patients is characterized with atypical clinical signs, and anemia tolerance is often difficult to appreciate. Second, numerous comorbidities make of elderly patients an heterogeneous population, in which guidelines are poorly applicable. Last, elderly patients are particularly sensitive to iatrogenic events, and the haemodynamic overload related to transfusion has to be carefully managed. All these difficulties raise the need of prospective studies on transfusion in elderly patients to validate clinical practice.